Aechmea ‘Julian Nally’

First reference is International checklist by BSI 1979 which shows nallyi x calyculata and nallyi x comata variegata and yet clearly they were referring the hybrid ‘Nallii’

Second reference is in Smith’s Manuscript of Brom hybrids 1984 where we see NALLYI (Foster) = comata X

Third reference is in Beadles Preliminary listing 1991 where we see NALLYI (syn. Julian Nally or Aechmea nallyi)   Foster 1961 ref BSIJ 27:277 ( all this says is that Sloise Beach points out that the species nallyi is not the same as the hybrid Nallyi)

Under ‘Julian Nally’ we see for the first time parents of apocalyptica( #464) x comata. Details were obtained from J. Brom. Soc. 37(3): 103. 1987 in an article by Racine Foster where she points out that a Dr. Richard Lewis was the one who saw the necessity of listing Foster’s hybrids.

So we had 26 years of indecision regarding this plant or was it a grex or was it a succession of seed raising and/or hybridising?

The following comes from Bromeletter 12 (6): 4. 1975

AECHMEA. x 'NALLII'

This is in a number of collections with the name as Aechmea nallyi. . On flowering, it is discovered to be very different to the species listed under Aechmea. The plant is a hybrid, with the name Aechmea x 'Nallii'.

.

In 'Karatas' the joumal of The Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society, Jan/Feb..1975, the Bromeliad of the Month features Aechmea: x 'Nallii', and a reprint follows:

"This January, after almost four years, my Aechmea x ’Nallii' has burst into flower and it was worth the wait.. The parentage of this hybrid plant seems to be questionable but I have discovered one commercial catalogue which lists its parents as Ae. comata and Ae. calyculata. I assume this bromeliad is named. for Mr. Julian. Nally of Florida.

My plant is an upright vase of grayish -green leaves and stands about 14 in.high. Spines are very small and, the leaf tips are blunt and cusped. The inflorescence rises 12 inches:. The leaning  stalk is dull dark red covered with white wool. The. flower head, 4 inches long, is a lovely and lively cylindrical shape. The shape of this flower head,, but of course not the colour, remind me of Ae gamosepala though the top of the hybrid's spike is more rounded
. I have found Aechmea x.'Nallii' to be a non-fussy bromeliad :but since it has taken so long for my  specimen to flower, I would hesitate to give cultural recommendations.  It was, however, grown outside in some sun during the warm weather (until November) and then in a south window inside:. (This would equal May in Australia. and a north-.window. Ed.) This plant has produced one offshoot which is now as large as its parent.
.

This hybrid  is listed in several catalogues in the $4.00 to $6.00 price .range. There also seems to be avariegated form of this Aechmea.

 by EDGAR SMITH. .Editor,

4415 Vandelia St., Dallas Texas 75219 U.S.A.

 Butcher’s comment 2005. The variegated form is now called ‘Gotha’

